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Abstract: There is a resurrection type with the motif of "resurrection from death” in Chinese
classical novels. Skeletons (or dead bones) often appear in such novels, and they are often
closely related to resurrection. The “skeleton and resurrection™ type of novels basically exist
in ghost novels and legendary novels. Their narrative theme has roughly undergone a
process of transformation from narration to romance. This article focuses on "Tan Sheng"
and "Nie Xiaogian™ and analyzes the theme of "skeleton and rebirth" based on narrative
related theories. The ancient Chinese philosophical thinking about the ultimate question of
"life and death”, the fear of death, and the hope of resurrection after death are the
ideological prerequisites for the appearance of "skeleton and rebirth™ novels. The knowledge
of "bone" and the relevance of "skeleton" and rebirth are the direct reasons for the
emergence of such novels. The author investigated the two novels "Tan Sheng™ and "Nie
Xiaogian" using narrative theory. Since these two novels are works of different eras, there
are certain differences in narrative theme, narrative structure and narrative time and space
characteristics. It is believed that the difference in characteristics between the two shows the
development of "skeleton and rebirth" novels.
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