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Research on the Formation of Late 'Shang’ Political System
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Abstract: Shang was an early state in China following the Xia. It was also the earliest
political entity which left behind written records. According to Zhang Guangzhi, one of the
factors in the development of early Chinese civilization was the centralization of resources —
claims which have been widely recognized by scholars. However, there are still questions
worth considering: “How did the Shang dynasty expand?” and “How did it control
resources in a centralized fashion?” This article discussed the process of expansion of the
Shang dynasty and how its hierarchy was formed; examined the political model and the
feudal system under the Shang Dynasty; investigated the management and methods of
maintaining the balance of power between the Shang Dynasty and surrounding states; and
summarized the methods and the process of resource centralization under the Shang Dynasty.
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